" DROVERS TAVERN

A HISTORICAL LANDHARK OF A BYGONE ERA

By:

C Helwville Clark.

Out of all ths thriving industries which wers broughb
+to z2n 2brupt end by the onerir” of .the Zrie Canazl {often cal-
 1&& Clinton's Big Ditchf aeros s the State OF New York in 1826,

that of “c?Gang probably suffered the mosi cawnlete ecliﬁssa

¥o records vemain, and only an oscaslonal ﬁenﬁion
by writers of tha hat ﬁay‘enables ma Lo pieae-tcgethar'sbme of
the dstslls of that pygons eva, &3 well =8 5o reeound. some
of ﬁﬁe_a tails of a plsturssgus pro;easicnp— hat, and ths
?ine old iﬁn, noey my ?asidenceswwhich may well b3 the sole

memorial to that brisf actlviiy, droving.

<

pe?ors ths opening of ﬁha Erie Canal to Lraffis, hsrds of
eatile and great rflosks of sheep, turkeys and ducks were

dovn W@ll»astabliéhad4§§ T turnplkes be-

ot

asaorted on o0

-

tLween the rich up-siate grazibdz lands =so ra“eatlj srreabed

Prom the Indiana, and the river pori of Albany, io bs taken

&

henas down bthe Hudson to New York 01ty.

ct
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However, as soon as it was proved sﬁeeéief and
more escnomieal to,deliver~the.stoék bv the cznal, uhese
husky, weatherbeatsn wran it érﬁvara wars foreed inta other
employment and practically allvtrace of their once profli-

- able acbivities passed into oblivion.

| The weather, for the most part,_wés-respOnsiblef
for ths populariivy of any given road. = Thus, the nérﬁhern‘
Troute aB?GSS the state was svoidsd in severs winter weabher.
A séri ea of short cubts and by—roads maaa it posaible to péSS
from one turnplke to anothar. zn the major 2ty c? cases,
sresent highways, such as Route 20 and Route 5 apann-ng}the
atate, were consirueted along the game routes as’the old

drover's tmrnplikes.

We find the follcwing in'a voTumé'éritteﬁ Ey ihei
Beverenﬁ éill*am J. Beauchamp in the year 1876 "Nobes OF
 Other Dajs in bkaneabexes (Yew Iork)“ “Great érqvas of
catile were ofb en pasaing uhrougn uhe vlllaga. ?he team;
ing and drovers busln as af?ovced some uraﬁe %o the eountry
taverns. The bcys turnaé out and ‘helped drzve the cattle
througn the bown. Generally,at the head, a majeauie ox

bore bhis driverta portmanteau fastensd to hisvhqynacﬂ

Sometbimes vhen thirsty and heabved by whe loag

snd dusty travel, zha whola herd would plunge into Skaneat- :
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cles Lake, thers ito cool and relai and te qﬁaff.%hair thirst.
Revarand Bsauchamp rslates thét'enu'éay he was
rowing on Sxansateles. Leke when 2 herd ef'caétle‘stampe&eﬁ
o ;aée for the water.  They hsaded in the dirsstion of
his boau, and he u;é nst heve sufficlent uime~%o vull oub
of their path. ~ He describes th in enﬁ in part: “imonz
them thers wWas 2 hugs black Cxe He 1eapea from the shors
'aoov¢ my head, barsly missing ths boat, and it requived
some mighty lively manuvering to keen him from pﬁking'his

horns bthrouga the bozt as he rose Irom his bath.?

A very profitable bj»ﬁrofuet of th4 drovers anﬁ

~

their flocks, wers ths quills, sold by bhs a&ozans gc the

people along their lins of travel.

-

On Bne of thes historizal old ﬂwﬂve*s‘ *wailﬁ now

known =3 Roube 20, near the villags oF Cazen&via, ¥. Y., .

,/y_,-/ll,-a Eaad s syyi e

hers stands bvoday §%&%~E§3’ﬂ@il“§€“tﬂﬁ”%em&%%a@&ff*i of

o

hia brief industry: This is Drovers® Tasvern, which 1s

nov the home of my fam mily and myself. Through our

2
£
0
®
;..!é
4
¢
e{.
]

p,ﬁ?ﬁ@t%«%?*&%siay TEndan sxbrz-snecl
gsve somebhing of an slmost forgetten erz, thia aturdy
c1ld building has been Paith?ully restored and 1is history

-pieaaﬂ together from old deedsavﬁaries aﬁ@ﬂ&iﬁ@f sdocument8.
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[P o )

Bullt on five levels znd consiructed entirely of

materisls found on the pléce, even 40 clay for the brick.

of its walls, thls vhite, rarbling structurs follows the
e o »
gensral plzn of the Hew Enzlsnd fsrm house; with/wide

cenbral hallway flankéd on eitharvside-by.apaeisus TOOm3
" snd extending to the déining room and Zitchen quarte?slvi
the rear. Large porches at the'ffont and gide give an
effect of hospiislity, ond the old woodshed, attaghed 4o |

the building ab ths resr and now used a5 a garags, a§111§

hoars over 1iis arched doorway the eriginal tavern-signz Y
"Ente rua;nment For Travelars and Dvovers“ : Suvesaséva B

conbas of shellac sre all that have been sdded te wasp the
sign in its origlnal letiering. A o A‘Af;)
Built by Elisha Stenley in 18?8 wh szfaam»~
lining, a3 sugh, a8 j’eb 4o come, iis Dz’irsc*me was, |
neverthaless, ubilized by thalt astute carpsen nher in set»t

ing the main bui3a1 g 2t an engle vhich presents the,"

ot

melleat surface to preva 31ing winds, wi h the bern af-

-

o

fording maximum pretegtlion on tns«ather,ex“o%eé,siée.

[
l

-::r;-

i 2

Phug COon ﬁortably ensaeneﬁ the house commands

e breath-isking view a8 desaribed in 2 §§§M¥§ nsve*.

fyhres Dags Full?, written Dy Regsr Burlingame, as fol-



a

DROVERS TAVERY Page - 5.

iThe ridge would provide a fine, long drive and

good ride for the horsemen. It is not strietly &.rifge,

but & long hill runndng nor +h znd south. - S0 1ts vesd

1

o
-

slope provided, during suppsr, 2 superb sumseb, and alisy.

P

i1 shes were mabthered up, ‘the psrty could stroil across the

sunrit and observe sn equally spectreular rise of the full

-3,

oTore R And dnhe fnn bckcw. z gieint old itavsrn spld, er-

onsousiLy, o éerive f?om SUagasaua& dzys, supplied feed and

tapling for the horses &as wel? as nast A cgcktails for the

This,then, vwas ths sebt ing of the old bavern, with
45 102 seres of lend acquired plecemeal, as the following

xocsTots ?‘om s dsed dated 182¢ 13&1»3%33.

-

e

a

“_......purchassd by Daniel Thomss from Gyreﬁus

Baf;hgTGmew 2nd Wife and bounded as foloweth begi.rlﬁg on

_tbn sautnmosv e line of zhe farm s01d b; John L.es o

Jemes ﬁan&lv aﬁﬁ nnence east on sald ling three ~hanns and

sixty-four linka 40 the center of ithe tarﬁyiﬂe rode thw%

lesds to Cheryy Valley, thenece up szid ¥0dGe.ow nen norﬁh

HWC ehanea znd ninety-two 11 nks.,,,uherca ez8i Tourn eﬁanes'

snd thenby-Tour 1inks o & sbaks and siones ascut RN ht

1ipks east of a nutit tres and on the county line, thence south @

‘the county line fourtssn chanss LG a smsll opresk, thence down

gald aric ...and back o ths place of beginning, which in-

e
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clude sevente@n agres and pwenty-five rods of land snd vhich

3

gost 'the gum oF ”1ve—hundr a &G?lars ond lawfull monie of

' the Unitzd States®.

This purehaser,waa the patriarch of the Thomas
family, whose nephew, Daniel Palmer, was later t0 inherit the
pYopervy, aﬁd~gl¢e~hﬁe~nama~$o“tne bﬁg hilT at KHBXEEEX whase

foot the tavern 393§Sa{%p .dowy, which modern urafzie spesdsa

i Lot

: pasl
L mye Perick? mentionad 13 Lﬂaestcﬁﬁ Craeks

azy and night.
15 its meandering waters a young boy nampd Grover C?evalana
wea Lo fish snd swim, some twenby vaaag later. -
Accamo vions for trzveling herdsman meant food
snd lodging for both man and beast-—0r POowl, 28 the case mighbt

be, for 1t is seié that huge flogks of turkeys nuuberingAf

5,000 were often driven 1o market slong this rc&taol

The grasious p"onorticns of the ola hoasv, ag well
as muszh of the equinment which remaina in it, give amnla

evidence that nothing was ncglected which mlghz ”Oﬁ*f”bﬁue o

.~ e fa LS

+he comBorh of guesis. S e S0 G i

-

-

The pine-paneled roon at the end of the cenbral
hall. which can also be entered by the side door, is ob-
R -] - ’ V :
vicusly the old kltchen. & native stone fireplece eX-

tends the enbire length of the south wall and includez a |

muhah oven and honey cupbosri. " T3s gonstruciion, vide

‘
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st the bobtom, tapering to six inchea abt the tpp, affords:

4he maximum amount of heab, ootn Por con nfo rt of the room
ané for aoog;ng in the iron uauTQron wh ch 8% 11 ‘awingas from
118 crane.

Tn the oven are & ccmplete szt of massive iron uten-
sils and a twentyéfive pound flatiron. - A flat paddle for.

giliding lo?es in and out of tha oven, complaobesz the equipaent

3
with the xcep@ion of a set of pipes measuring an inch and 5f
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sPreshments in the lsast time.

Four other fireolacaa ?Lrnish heat %o the house.
These, all of cubt stone slabs, ars z*ee(:z*é.&~ =zg ths work of
a zroup of Italian stons-oubiers imporied from Mew York City

- for the purposs.

The library and bedroom, to the right of the genbral
hall, formed the proprietoris 1iving quariers: while Jhe 1cn&
drawing-room across the hall with its pawtar—shéé@d cha

2w

was undoubbedlE the maln room of the inn.

the Tamous *hsnﬁing,ball«roomﬁg with its spring flocor on whoss

broad, smooth, pins boards, an unlim

nlo
c*"
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could cevorh without Tear of crashing inio thz inn below.
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Several bedrooms, servants' guarters, and a stsir-
case leading into the kitchen, completed the second floor

plan; ané this, t00, has nobt been changed by us.

‘lsatriui by, ceniral heating and plumbling kave
besn added s0 unchi rusiveij as ©6 harmonlze with the genpral

pf’O\-’eQ /”wﬂ £t

effeet of antiguiiby. Working ghmo gh walls moye than a
- foot thick, however, BXEIIRER no ples ‘i
1

Guring the v/rious
2tions.  The coniractor on the job confessed tc me?

¥ "I'm no Io ongsy =z carpsater, I'n & wgs&shuék%a" .
fctomodations for the,comfbrt»sf ficcka of céttle

and sheep would geenm %0 havs been ampl apaaioué bw‘"s‘ Sbaales,
and the 0u+11ne a? a'géﬁ; porral ,ndzcate that buna”ecs o;
four-foobed animals fcunﬁ resh and sheliter whille fh ir 6‘1vers

ware Finling enberitainment and reat within the tavern.

Turke?a presanted an easler préblem; they'simply

Plew up Lo roost in the trees surrounding the inm, eft9r§'cf'

o

sing Ted and vatered. There is 1egend that the

€
Q
<
i
e
[$]
-
o

old berrsl vhich still vemsins in one of our bsrns, was kept.
Pull of Lar. - This tar was brushsed on t{he tﬁrkeV‘a feet
as they resumed thelr long march towards 14 wa1;i$" cvens

of the mehropcolis. This "ia: aomentﬁ is said B3 have

A s f 4/,,‘;, L}\

L

ter.pzge, |

Although catile znd sheep escsped the 'iar-treatment’,
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lost oo mueh'weight. And
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tgei; crafty Gwners conirived & method to make up for %hé
welght thelr anmals lost in tranait. It is quite naturél
that the snimals would in the course 0? their long journey
afoot, locse welight; aré 29-.23id aattle were s0ld by the
pound the drover stood.to lo68s quite & sum if his stook

C soms C

3}

o
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@
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the folleowing schems: ° As they nearsd their-ésstin tion,

the Zfpover would feed his cattle.hugé.éo 1lops of *-?t; thei
allow them fres accéss 0 mater, This ra;;lteé in a "fath
appesrance by the tims ths csziile reachsd the ﬁu
market, However, the prasiice was soon

&
ksen-eyed Coamouora Yanderbilt and other bursra.

from this esme the familiar Wall Sireet term, "watersed Stock?,

. Tuis narrative relatea only z brief paricd in the
bﬁszcvy of & rosd uhat baganlas an Lndidn t”? théoug‘ the
wzldernesa,'ana today is =& SEQch sifip of hﬁdérn,~éc§araté
ui5hwag. . But we hkave & .ﬁﬁ%arec Lo rea;pta-e'a part of tha
psat by ”es*oring and pﬂesevviﬁg his ”fanu old Vta%efn, angd
it is ny fondest hope that it will remain fay pésiariﬁy as

long a5 Drovers Tavern stands with its rambling roof snd

besubiful éoorway 1ocking oul upon nassing travslers.
. <> M -

0 0

<
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The Story of lMrs. Dorothy Clark!s Venture into the Realm of Agriculiure




Farming
tries, A% least that has

Consequently, when cone hears of a

Tl

has long been considered on of the most vrofitless
been the vlaint of farmers in recent years,
Tarmer who has made 2 naying »provosition of

his enterorise it is a noteworthy item. Bubt when a woman, born and bred in
urbane areszs and 2 musician of no mean.talen% or repute, tries her hand at an
Aoccupatiozz monopolized by men and makes a su::cess of ite——=that is news. Such is
the dis{inction of krs. Dorothy (lark, talented pianist ena mistress of ITroverst

of the most atitractive country hwmies in New York State, located a2

Tavern, one
Oran on the Cazencvia Road about 13 miles cutside of Syracuse.

Known professionally as liss Dorothy ‘Clar}:, Mrs, Clark is
the wife of Melville Clark, whom she married im 1921, ur. Clark, aside from
being the owner of a large retail music store in Syracuse, is a: nationally -
known harpist, founder of the kSyracuse Symohony Orcheétra andinventor of the
Clari Irish Harp. fThe Clarks have three children, all of vhom are gifted per-

formers on musical instruments,

Fine years ago Mrs, Clark knew nothing whatsocever of farming,

She had always vursued & musical career, siariing at the age of eight years with

the study of vniano, ILater she studied at Syracuse University end the Few England
Conservatory of iusic, at which institutions she was awarded several scholarsh hins

"aile attending Syracuse Uaiversity she maintained & large ¢lass in piano and

uvnéer Baymond Wilson, now assistant director of the Zastman

of iusic. After her marriage irs, Clark continued her study of piano

the Tastman school. Over & wneriod of she has been active in concerd

Pernapns her most outstanding berformance was

nushand in 2 recitael at the hibe House

also nlaysd for Govern  Herbert H. Lehman at the



The Clarks bought their farm aboul eizht yvears azo and until

,

recently ¥rs. Clark dropoed her councert work to devote her time to renovating the

d

mgert;,. She has studled piesdsd® the subject so thoroughly since that time that
today she is considerel an avthority on farming and mingled with her many regueshs
to give musical.entertaiﬁments, can te found letters éeehing aldvice on farm
problems, Aside from that the Clarks! home, Drovers! Tevern, is looked upon as

a masterpiece of Femcdeling and redecorating. There, too, lrs. Clark emloyed

nuity and artistic taste, I think all of us harbor z desire to take over

e

and rejuvenate some foriorn piece of vroperty and Drovers! Tevern is such a érsam

r

l

come true. One can well zvoreciate ¥rs, Clarlk's oride, vleasure, 2nd zaiigfaction

in the reslt of her efforis.

U0ne of the grandé times I have had on the farm was remodeling

the old housel, lirs., Clark stzted, "ihen we took it over, it was bvadly run down

and we had to insiall bathrpoms, an 0il pturning system and renoveite it generalily,!

0]
=t
0
w

The rambling old edific o povular tavern in the early 18C0's. Sturdy: but

graceful in outline, the cuaint homestead served as z haven for itravelers in

-

sezreh of rest and recresztion and farmere on their way to the Albany market with

-

their wrodvce, The coriginal sign, "Entertaimment for Drovers znd Trevelersh,

still hangs over the arched docrway of the wood shed, Hf s, Clark

whole-heartedly into the task of

g
N

restoring the old inn to its former charm and

j9
B
o
i
M
!

work of refurnidhing she took every precauvtion not to destroy the flavor
of the ocericd to which the tavern belongs. She consulted books on architecture
end redecoration so thaet the resulit would be accurate as well as aitractive., The

rome is filled with antigues o¢f that period and the only actuval modernization

that has boen done is in the bathreooms, kitchen and noﬁfing systen, The resaltﬁ\
ing twentieth century version of an old Farmhouse won 1t the distinetion of

‘being chosen by the government as ons of the 12 best evamnles of early ifmerican

architecture. , ' ' //



Droverst Tavern is situated on a
intention to malke the

to the wonanly tzsks of redecor
the Clarics! 3
¥rs. Clarktis

As already indiceted, Mrs, Clark 4id not confine her asctiviiie

ating.

merely
trzaet of 300 acres of farm lend and it was

L X
Tarm pay for itself by cultivating and selling their own crcms.
to hire several farm hands to do the work

:

first I thought all

first attemmt in this direciion was
v:?or her, This method, howsver, proved unsuccessiul, WAt
had to do was to hire men to do the worlk, but in chort tims I foumd that woulén't
Wiy nngeénd had his own work to do and I realized I must
nould be done if I was soing Lo maie it vay.

work, ! she admitted.
¥mow how everything on a farm si
determination ¥rs. Clark sat about to read books coverzing all
In addition to that she has attended amuzally the Cornell
| ¥gr did

fields of agriculture lectiure.
insisted unon

om tne experisnce unscathed, howeve
farm machinery.

Ang witk
phases of farming.
Tarm and Home isel where experts in all
she limit her desire for instruction to mere book kmowledze. She
learning how ’c; run 2ll the farm machinery and peritakzing of all the activities
. rm. She was cavtioned by one of her hired men that iﬁ she attempted
to operaie a walking plow, a few broken ribs would not be an unlikely resvlt
i, howsver, which made
Later

of her daring, She emerged iT
e more determined to tackls the other pieces of
evemeni~-the oneration of a tractor which she bought for

she declared, "bul cen meke minor repairs on iti#
i "i

her all th
came her crovning achil
the farm. ’*I not only run it
#here were many times I nearly gave vy in desveration® lrs.
Glark admitted, UWIt was hard snough trying to get men who normallf:- do not like
to work for women to t;_:’e orders from 2 city womsn in regard to farming. Then
alonz came the Mew Deal with its many reliel jobs and alvhabetical »projects, It
to get good help with the govermment in:competition, paying
an ounce I have had men quit the job

armer!s reach tore
to o on reli en they realized they could get just &s much, if not more, doins
other than nolding shovels by the roadside. During that time I hired

o

nothing



ses between the coming

vhoever I could and with the aid of a neighbor in tue

;..J
’d

and going of hired men I proceeded to accomnlish vwhat seemed to be 1nn0331ble L

"infortunately," lirs. Clark confessed, "when we bought the

.

farm, our sense of Deauty and love of antiguated nlaces influenced our decision
more thah anything else., Ve didn't give a thought to its value as a farming
pro?asitidn. e soon déscovered that the soil, so long idle, was fu11 of sbtones
and overrun with weeds, conditions not at all condutive to the raising of crops.¥
Getting the land in sheve was weary, taxing lebor and irs, Clerk was amazed os

-

often as her neighbors at the proéuctivity of the soil. She relares one incident

I

of viter skepticism. "My farmer neighbors saic

b1

ves crazy vo try to reise pota-

toes on my land as a mojor crop, claiming that the soil was unsuitable for 1arge

rields. Bub with the heln and advice of the Onondage County Farm Burean and the
: , have been '
imovledze gained from Farm and Home week lectures I wis able to raise from 2000

to -BO0OO bushels each year.®
Besides potatoes, hay and grain are steple cross of the
Clark fzrm. There also is an orchard of 100 apple trees which lirs. Clark planted

alcng with 10,000 little pine trees. She has a sizeable garfen where she ralses

snougn aretabln" for pérsonal use and some exira which shs sellg. At one time

she had 2 herd of 35 Nubian goats, which she tended and marketed the milk, At
present she has a flock of 1800 chickens and the sale of fresh egzs is the mzain

k3

commercial feature of the Clark farm., She raises her own wheal, cats, corn an

HOh, yes, the farm is w»aying its way.", Mrs. Clark asserted.
9"Tn my opinion any farm oughi to be made to may if & man worls 1t himself and is

of &ll the nelp cffersd by the form buresus and govern—

,:
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ment. Iveryone, if he is near a sizeeble village or city, hes & markel for his
produce, Hetels, hespitals, restaurants and institubticns are always ready to tuy

e
first hand

21
+h

rom the farmer upon vwhom they can éenend for guality goods.M



tirs, Clark added a vord of waraing to other wonen who would

exulore the field of agriculture, "It really isn't = career for women--not un—

less sne is made of iron. I am wnusually stro

I

iy

¢ and have been able to stand it,
but itis terribly hard worls--harder than most women reszlize,"

To engege in such enterprises is one thing--to male a success
of them is another. Mrs. Clark has dene both, Tor have all her attemots met

with encouragement. Cn the conirary, more often than not she has been cpvosed

in her optimism. ©She has been the butt of the criticism and derision of ths

hy

farm neople of the commnity, to whom ner greatest offense was being a city
vwoman invading & field not intended for ome of her sex. Had she met with en-
courag ent aqd co-operation on &1l sides her success would be more e2sily ac—

2.

counted for, She launched on her first attempt at farming in the worst financial

paricd of the nation's history. Courage, confidence and initiative accomopanied
Py - $

her in her novel exveriment and less successful fzrmers may note that it can be

" done. irs, Clark has handled her oroject in a scientific and business- like

mannar and today she has 2 home and farm of whick anyone may be justifiably
envious.,

.8he most certzinly can claim a2 curious combination of accom-—
plishments, yet no one endeavor has been szcrificed for the other., All o
have besen peffectly blended in Drovers! Tavern, which retainé its traditionsl
and histeric essencé as the home of Syracuse's most fzmous musical family. Mrs.
Clark has proved that one can be a refined and gracious artist and & hard-hezdad

-

business woman a2t the same time, Her hands, so skilled ai bringing melody. from

z planc, hsve been educated o the

,.\,

wrdier tasks of ovsreting form machinery, land-
scaping and redecorating, As much at home in a pair of denim overalls as in =
Paris gown, drs. Clark hes reversed the order and content of* the old stand-by,

Country Boy Makes Bood", when che attains the limelic

lusiclien Masters the Farming Sitoation®.



n The palmer House“ \
orans waw York
measured ané. drawn by', gordon gchopfer
¥ay 2 1836 ’




History as related by Mr. Melvile Clark, present owner

of the Palmer house atb Oran on the Oran-Cazenovia road.

This beautiful house waé started in 181& and was completed
in 1820.~The house was built fof Colonel Thompson for a show place
,andkfothhe coming out party of his daughter. It was for this
- purpose that a ballroom,forty three by twenty six by ten und a
‘half feet high was built on the second floor. The house contained
- fourteen rooms and was built in French Colonial style.

- 211 the materials for the house were taken from the land. The-
lumber came from the woodland that surrounded the house ,Aand
also from.the woodlotvbelow. The bricks, of which the main pert
of the house is constructed, are hand made of clay ﬁaken from
the flaus south-west of the house. Much wisdom was displa yed in
the construction and ornamentation of the house, and this accounts
for the splended way'in‘ﬁhich the building has withstood the
elements in its one hundred fifteen yesrs. The house is built
at the foot of Oran Hiil,as it is called.The,premises contain
one hundred éevanty eight acres of land runﬁing north and south
on the border line of Onondaga and Madison counties.

The dining room is of plne,»paneled on one side and plain

,on the‘opposite side. The beauty and skill in which this is
done would be hard to surpass Ln this room there fourteen op@nlngs
rio two Being the same dlstance from.the celllng,each.onenlng
designed to fulfil its part;cular geed,ln this room is & fire-
place with a Tuteh oven of great intérest and beauty. This is
oneﬂof:the three fireplaces on the main dr ground floor,and there

is snother one in the basement and one in the end room, which




is now the hired man's rbom.
The flooring was cut from below to fit over the jéists and
is in varios widths, The unicue graining and the way they are
finished makes the floors of the house very beautifui and
attractive. Large copper keys were used for all the dooré and -
Hr, Clark has one of the briginal keys in his poéséssion at
the present date, V .
The secornd owner, i, Palmer, made the house into a tavern
for drovers and travelers. As this house is located on what used .
té bea main route to New York and Boston, the éattle and fowls
were driven along this road to the markets in these large cities.
' There was ample‘stable room for cattle and‘sheds for the turkeys |
and geése. There were eleven of these taverns en route tOVNew
York and Boston, each a days journey apart. Entertainment was
* featured and there is a sign over an arched doorway of what is
used as a garage at present that reads “Entertéinment for Travelers
and Drovers." This sign is in very good shapeAand is still plain
and readable. |
At the time &f the tavern, there were only dirt roads
throughout the country. Noah ?aimer was a fancier of fine horses
and especially fast trotting horses.He built a macadam road from
Yis house inbto the historic town of Oran and it is said he 'did
this so he could trot his horses. . |
h Mr. Arthur Bigelow, author and traveler, gave Mr. Clark
a rail fence from his esgstate at Malton - on-the-Hudson. This
fencé is rustic and gives tha;?femises a certain antique appearance

that is very unigue.




History as found in the Files of Mr. Webster Eoulton;

While the stately mansions of Central New'YorkAwith their classic
doorways and magnificent appointments in the way offare antiques
of variomstypes have been sgperceded}in'both country and city by
the mbdern residences, there still remaihs at Orén on the
Cazenovia road a beautiful place surrounded by a wealth of
, historykwhich’has become the property of lr. and Mré. Melville
Clark,President of the Clark Music Cémpany of Sjracuse,yﬂew-
York, | |

The house is one hundred and ten years old, and'much,of its
furnishings are equally old.In restoring house and furnishings
for a home,‘Mrs. Clérk hasvnot disturbed one of ‘the historic
features of'tﬁe place which was used in‘its eérlier days for
entertainment of "travelers and drovers." The sign calling
attention to the fact that such entertainment was availablé
- is still in perfect conditidn énd occupies a place over the
arched doorway of the wood-~-shed. There was ample provisions
made for stock‘which was being driven on foot across the staté
as well as a place for turkeys which were also driven on fooﬁ
’to the markets of New York and Boston.

| Real entertainment was provided for the the drovers. Comfort
pﬁevailed in the house in those days as well as to~day. There
are three fireplaces on the main floor, the dining-room fireplace
wiﬁhjits Duteh oven being particularly massive with gumeer little
features of the genuinely o034 construction,that makes an appeal
to the students who find pléasure in this 'sort of thing in this

modern twentieth century.




When the house was built , one hundred and ten years agﬁ, by
Stanley of Cazenovisa, the Indlans were paradlng through the
wllderness, and Elisha Stanley carried a gun to keep the wolwes
away as he traveled from Cazenoﬁia to the site of the big brick
house at the foot of Oran Hiilcdn the line of Onondaga and |
Madison Counties. The same Stanley was fond of high steppers,
and he bgilt the road from.thérhouse t§ the little historie
‘village orf Orén%so that he migﬁf>have a speedway for his horseé.
A direct descendant of Stanley 13 Miss Allis, a great grand-
daughter, who lives in Syracuse. ‘

The,house changed nwnershlp 3Lnumber of times after the
death of Staﬁiey. It came into thészSSéssion of ﬁoah Palmer in
- 1870. Hls father, also of the same name, lived in the communlty
’during tne log~cab1n days, and unon his deatn hlS w; drobe was
moved from place to plaoe uptll 1t flnally reached what 1s now
; the‘Clark.Man31on. Thls wardrobe was bu11t in 17C5. “?f L.

The house is. of brick eonstructloﬂ and the brlcks were made
by hand on bh@ premlses As Mlss Ollve Palmer, bhe last member of
the Palmer family, puts 1t “*the House will never have to be
"clapboarded‘“ les Palmer As elghty%three years old, she went to
- live 1n thls house at the age of ten years, and remained there’
untll the death of her. brother, Daniel Palmer, a few years ago
: after WﬂlCh she. went to live with William Virgil at Fabius.She
také;<a motor'trip occasionally around the square so that she
may survey~tbé old maﬁsioﬁ where she passed so many happy days.
| The character of the ‘place has not been changed by Mres Clark.

lmprovements have been maie, but the beautiful doorway opening

.. from the porch,'whlch~has been copied by noted architects from

>
.
C3



e gt S an s TR Sy gt e

g;lQparts of the country, is just as attractive as ever, in fact

.3

t 1is aﬁpfeciated more to-day than in the déys of our forefathers.

The ballroom on the second fléor accomodates forty éouples.
- There is a spring to the floor that not only makes the room very
secure, but.adds grace and beauty to the dances.This im not unlike
the ballroom at Heﬁry Fordts Innidown in New Englahd; in fact there
- .are many things in Oran Mansioﬁ such as fixtures, woodwork and
appointments that remind one of Hr. Ford‘s'historic place in the
east.

ﬁrs. Daniel Palmer, formerly Cornelia M, Gridley, a member

of one of the old families of the community was a woman of remark-
able refinement and ability. She taught school before her marriage
- and was the i§:§R§§ the old families to occupy the mansion prior
to the arrival of the Clarks, Her antique treasures were many, one
of which she was particularly fond and always pointd oubt to her

callers as a real treasure, is a mahogany table with drop leaves

and éarved legs and was built in Auburn prison in i8&4.,

Four generations of the ?éimers ﬁave lived in thié house.
’gohn,?almér, 1iving in Syracuse, i34£he son of John Palmey
7qungest son of Noah and 0live Farnham Palmer and at one time
1ived in the Palmer house at Oran. Thére-wbre ﬁhree;Noah:Eélﬁers,
tﬁé?youﬁgeétyéf these, father of Miss 0Olive Palmer, was a black-
Smith. He 4id some of the iron work which is found here and on
the premises of one hundred eighty six acres.

u There are not many houses of thst type left in country or
city in this part of the state"liiss Palmer states, "I know that
v, aﬁd Hrs, ClarkAhave arranged the mahogany in é rost manner

and it will become one of the show places of the state.”
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lir. Blgelod, author and traveler, nresented the rail fence

along the side of the house and provided the rails from.hls(estaté

"on the Hudson.

- Hr., Clark calls his place the "Drovers Tavern". This is

very fitting as the place first attracted attention by giving

. entertainment to the drovers.zAfter the days of the drovers the

. house was the scene of many'dancing and week end parties.

When IMiss Palmer was a giri the house wasisurrounded by
woods and there was no transportation eXcept oVef dikt road into
Syracuse and over the the Oran -hill to Cazenovia. She was a
grown woman when the Chenango Valley railyoad was built. This

1ies sbout one -half mile northeast of the. house.




DROVER'S TAVERN, MY HOME
AND ONE OF MY HOBBIES.

© Bys.

Melvills Clark.

| Modarn tra?alera today asmana tha v@ry Tatest ecayen~‘
' imncaa and the moss up to dazs equinmﬁnr from uha hot al Han.
”his is in part reaponsibls fc“'nhe éﬂaﬁual aisanpearanca of

v‘many of the nistoris inns ana zaverns of a aunérs& av-mors

gaars aga.~ , A lsasi it is aﬁa *9ascn why so many of these

, graad 14 laaémarks of - the 1cng ags h333~gcnsa-man3 ng?ar ao‘:
’sad t@ relate: Sheer nsglacz, sompleta 1aak of iﬁtarsa%g
o awarg of the build;ng's hiatoriaal.ealus, ohns thru gna“~

dowm- beyan& rspair, sneiliag Torsyer ths rars el&Abeauqy an& 'ﬁ7"

“amansg anee ceaiainsd 13 ﬂhaas 333&33% inna an& %avsrng. |

The nems “%a?ern? 758 asnally gi?aa in %ewhﬁaglanﬁ.'

and Waw Tork State as 2 place where peopls wenb 1o warm énﬁ'*

s

e

refrosh themseslves.  And 1% 1s intarestiﬁg o no ga ung& inns

and tararng hsv@‘cfﬁea played prominsnt par ta i& ths a*fairs ,

of our land. Thomag Jefferson wr"° ;ha Dsﬂlarszian of

iﬂé@p@ﬂééﬁ»a in sha Zna,a %uavn 13?#?&, Phi?aé@lﬂaia,'wher@

‘ hé revivsé. 3 nysuurss, %aars ars. ss?aral c&hsr’xsagsﬁ, allj
'an& ;he mﬁat pathasia sf“thess, tﬁe owner h,msel; whe 13 neﬁ R

" anes, allcsing the- strucaurs 4o éatariorawa and hecama run f'_
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Vha was staying ab the %ime. Vaay.stirﬂing.ﬁéatingéAwsra

Vhelé beZors the outbreak of tus Revoluiionary ﬁar»&a taverna'.

%hcsaAlandlarés were in sympathy with ths paarzat‘s causa,

In Eoétpn'thé Grssn Bragaﬁ'ﬁaé héé&quaiﬁers for tﬁe Whig
‘pa:sy, Siave runners of ths undergroung befors ﬂhslﬁivil'

 ¥War, found many & sympathetic tavern kesper to aid bhem in', ;

 gheir Pight %0 wipeAaat slavery.

} | Perhans incrsasad travel w%%h tne grivataly'ssnad
.‘autcmccil@ and numerous bus routes thrcuéhcut the count vy 7; A’

‘ifmag ha?e awakesnad a fovw cf tﬁa propriators sf a suanx faa t 
:'af ﬁhaaa 21d builaiaga as za thsir aatuaz sisacr&eal valua.

'vmha muteriaﬁ often aomas agross them ia some of the magt na— ;

3xpaetsa glaﬁas. ?ha% @as exadily what nagpens&,%é gg! ané,’f';l”~”

“"ehat ia how I happeae& %o ind Eravar‘s @a?e?a.~;

z haﬁ best axnlaia now I hampansd ﬁ@‘ba &riving cu%
'frazanovka Faad wi%h urs. glark one aftarﬁaens anﬁ,acﬁ-ws !’ |
ha@psﬁaﬁ -8 a%sp for the first 38 time ak Drc”ar‘a ?a?sya.,
For sometime ‘pefors Hrs. Olark and I wers mar”ied‘ws wsrs'
undlisedad as e jush what 25%yle we wonld salaa& tc urniah

owr homs, would 1% be modern or an%iqus” ﬁur wadding was

. only a few weeks away and sHtill we naﬁa§§ éae&&aé, unbil

Mra, Clark recsivaed a bsautiful old mahﬂgaﬁy rosking ena&?
&3 g wedding giit. Then someona slss prasanua& a mahogany
@ﬁraau; and we found uu”selvea saaésaig %a%ereaﬁaﬁ in ?inaa

ing other furniiure L0 a0l Lhess two DLeNss o ha& maa@
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our decission: 1t wes quite ‘-’*@ﬁm aly sebtled that we werse
,gﬁing antiqua. SRR G S

Our *irs& nclleetioa waa, of caurss, a numbar cf :
rare pieces of antique furnitura One nhrill 3 shall never ‘fﬁt? 4f
quita forget was on ans ascasian.@nsn urs. Slark visite& an :
A antiqna store and nappened 40 purehasa énd ald bsastsa& for gu~7*75
, 1333 than $10. 00, Ve had that piecs arauad fcr samatize
uatil ‘scmeone aﬁviseu us ﬁo hava’iﬁ apvraisaﬁ an& 10, 1%
was fcund te be a museum piees, a genuine Sheritan, ?&1&3&
at 31006 00. - From that time on thers Was never a doubt in

oux. mincs tha@ w& wers nat full fladgea anziqua eellaatars,ligva"é =
o T4 wag. our greategv paeasura %a-Vary Gar aallgetang f3;i ;§;
f~8ﬁ?383h' ggr.akﬁila we ca&laetaa aauiqugzmatkigg rﬁggg uhag ?1; ;’”_
 ~wa wauld awi ah %s~a¢aa%h4ng elsa.,@lassﬁars, ﬁaw%arwarﬁ, o

Jﬁ(maaagasy *urnitnre piacgs, aharry; pine,ygedgr

'~fqaaun rysiﬁa, algaye seekias tha ra?a aaé 6&% ﬁf ﬁﬁeiarig ry'ﬂff3

tLong far onr eallse*ians.’

And 80 it was sua» wa. aara on one af cur'many'«sl»
;eeting trips, that we chaznsed Lo e ariving.au& ﬁazanevia
Road one lsis aftarnodn. The countrysids was burasbi ag mitﬁ
 early spring, and the sun was just u?ﬁ?@iﬂ& fromw view asg we
 cams upom Drover's Tavers.  There before us ataﬁé the placs
both d¥rs. Clark and myself hed long é:eamsa s*—aan.anizqna\

homestead.



DROVER'S TAVERN, MY HOME . Paze &.
BYWD CHE 0? uY HGEBIES ' A

‘f«‘or some mamem.s we sab m tha ear anﬁ ;us% faagta&

. our eyes on ths old tavern. I:z ﬁhess moments of ailanca we r

both maae up oxr mind, we mads up-our mind %ght thsn and

there tha% 17 it wers at all oussibla we zfsula tuy Emef’a

T@vam. It was pogsible e.né ws éid ?my 1. Drover‘sa

Poyarn DeCame Ouls on : S .

,M'tér t}ﬁe £irat eﬁeitemaai a'f‘ aééﬁalb; buyiné'tﬁa B
p"( age bagan to wear off, then bagan the 1azag ‘Lauitms uask ef
,pab Ling the placa in order. From tha very firsb we were da-» '- .
‘termined nat to paint cvar or remove any of the f»ataraﬁ %’.na%:.
gave ‘éha nlaee its alr of antiguity--to }reen and w9 pz‘esarvs
V‘as m.oh 23 ncasab’la af sma* ramainea. S Mrs. i‘}larir hacz ts

-.&tarally stand guard ovar t.n epaim»n in cr?'ﬁzx‘ f:,e kasm  :

%ham f”rcm srci}.ing ec:zamug., Shs zm% zmr fact» é.::s%ﬁ sa&i@
. *vhaa ons of m man van*ea !.m r:amwa e ncﬁiaﬁ af’ th& flﬁ&f-s
ﬁ.z;g. : E-zaﬁe& she staye& i ght thsrs whi le h& scrapsé a‘* g
'fsa;er éi‘taz* 1ayar ai‘ pain’& z.ati" he rsachea th@ m%:uraz ,
wond. . i Ths resu}.ts ware most g*aﬁ.fymg, ami taﬁaf &?”r‘gén& |

| of our flaors in Srova:’ 8 ’*'a‘?a'm show theiv' naturs,'sﬁate.' e
Phe bullding is EXTIXXUE solidly buili, ami the airong

besms and plazkings used ln bullding i‘%;, »tcgei;har with the |
mehicluoua crafbsmanship of its builders, fx.ns&ré&.ﬁ of & faf

ilonger 1ife than some of our mcdem stmc‘surea, .

I ahau}.d like %o relate some cf ths histsry sf

Drover's Tavera: - It was bull: in 3818 end is losated eleven
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milea from Sgracusa, x.‘z. on ﬁha Sazancvia Roa&. InAthasal .

v&y days sf the Tavern ihers ware nc rallrsads, an& wha

. Exris Gane4 was s»il’ aonsidered a wi ld éraaa ay the more
;censarvasiva tninkinb pespla. “hus where was 1o meana ef
t”anagcrtatioausave by aargeaaeg, faen, or coach. L&?@sﬁaﬁkf
’,yqisers wers usmpall@d 4o drive thelir ccns, horsas, sheep,‘;'“"k
R mulss, or uhat hava you, along the reaa&ays." Ana,as tna :
chief marketing venier-for.¢rvsstock Was Hew York ﬁft} 1% ;'
was qulbe = long and uireaamevjaanﬁyy ;*aa un»ﬁta%a.ﬂaw‘farx.

A% most the livestock could make only abau, elsveﬁ,mi;es a. .

anvsr’s'mavern, a% that t‘ma ba;ng on ths~maia
wcad waa = gnapning af p&asa Por the ércvars.’f reas wgra

pravi&ad far ths variaus hards af liveszcek anﬁ at nigﬁ%

aﬁ@ s%sek was ie& and beaﬁe&,%hile tha &rnvera waék sh&ltarv

| Lissenas'€0§~t§vérns gafeséaaiiy 5b%ainéﬁ ¢ﬁ;é6§ﬁi&;}’;iﬁglg
1om that “”ccé.rn’e and arﬁar‘be msinzained* ';'ﬁn&fﬁhe R
trav&lars of the cuy-—aaa especially tha érﬁver$-wera incx

"aésd angioua ha* ‘tavarns be Gpaﬁaé for their eonveninn&&

atong the way. However, once in swhile thers mag a bit of

gfumb ing heard whan aecasiona*ly e aavsrnkesyar Gvarsteﬂna&

the bounds of "good rule and ordsr? andengaged In %hs a3

travagent sale of spiritous liguors, wines, =nd e?rang

waters®.  Thers 13 no record of Drovertsa Pavarn having



DROVER!S TAVERN, MY HOME DPags 6.
AND CNE @? MY HOBBIES ‘ S S

| ﬁ?erstappsa thssa rules oP ”gaaé ardsr* hcwsvar, there %3;
2 backroom whlch was equiped with a ‘bar and tablas similar, "
think, %o our prssant-éay cabera%a. &n& tha sign Gutsida k'

rea&‘ “Entar%ainasnﬁ far Wraveiar& ahﬁ Dravers"

Another featurs included in the Zavern ﬁsé afﬁaraa |

floor. This Tloor differsd from our pressnu aag Eﬁﬁzﬁ f&cersf«

iaasmuah a8 it sprang up znd aaﬂa, 4haraaa our preaena day
floord ars solid.’ The idas 0f the SPTingy i Tioor ﬁas 10 maks .
" the éanoing gaaler. Today we glide over the loa* wnila |
aanzxug, while in the sarly 1800%s,and Acr sometise afzar,,'ﬁ
-the eanca. danced sart 'fs*raiént up aad’ ﬁsgn. ; ol uonéar;‘, "
| how a fallaw wha n&& besn ”l?iag *i?ssuaak ail “aJ caul&
,,:‘uossibly spend zn svenlng danaing! 4gut nﬁvartnalasa, uh  !\
’V?laor Wdﬁ uﬂera fsr him &na u&e wasia yas furnzshea 93 a';a

| Vdgzghbcr or two WHO h&ppeﬁeé %& nlay the fiaé,a or~aan§a."

Thess ﬁrav@rs staﬁ;eﬁ allfalsng,zhe way‘eleér éagﬁ; '--

Q ts Albany, N, ’Z., wharszzuay laaﬁa& thsir~satt1§ abcaré a  ,'T

t@g'barge ana'f ated them the ”est of %ha Gist Lenos 4o ﬁawA

ZQ?K Oiﬁy. The a&srg goes that ahsa %ha barges go@ dagg-i
u@ about Peskskill the drovers fed tae;r~sazt&@ ail a? the
s2lt they posslibly could in oxrder that they would hscoms
&easnly tﬂirsﬁy, ‘ Tnen Just Delors ths>bargss pﬁlle@ down
ths nu&sca.ua New York they would giva zhé gtogk all %ha'.
water they could hold. This, of sauésa, ga?a'zhe stoek

addasd weigal--soms o walch the long hike do £rom Lp—Sta
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haa rechQa-~and by th& tima tﬂey reacasa ths huyara tha
»arcvar had his gtook wsll watersd. Tha ia hnw uﬁ@ phraa&

“watered Stock® originated.

Brover's Tavern has ssvsnteen TOOmS ané.ia aqu&az&

with six ?1rsplaasao Ths Wa?arn measuras 105 £t. in leng¢h

and ia éG 2. wide. During @ha +ime @a were in,,ha Process
ef restoring the &irf rent Paoms, .we uncoverad Tive a* ths

P&paaega thaz haa beenyaaarﬂee up bnd;wa;ereé o ﬁlaatere&

OVEr. Ve yneovarsd nany &n igue eouking utinsslﬁg uucn a3

cranes Por swinglng huge eaok,hg pcts, brass k@tt:eg, ruf?gn;A

jrons, braﬁs‘pla%asa. We even found & paddle used for up“inﬁj

b*saﬁ»oeammcnly oalled a "paddle Zor wivas“‘ = ﬁang,nahr
the Fireplace and if was said thai Af the wiPe kaaoaneﬁ to
)gsﬁ & bid oo naggé éﬁs huahané used the na&ﬁl@ on n??a 'Bu;:
kvthe ﬂad&la’e "eal usa was L0 puah aha braaé iauxh ;ar'ba&k
4in the ave& fcr*naﬂin

Bﬁriag'ana.cf Mrzs Hargared Wilson's visits, she was

ths dsughber of President Woodraw ﬂilsan, she exgrﬁsss& an
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Interior in Washingion znd that'agenay Ssnﬁ experte from 5&3.
Library of Congresg 08 phptcgraph the 13&@?10? and gxbarisr
of Brsvsr's Tavern from many ﬁizfarsnt anglas.~ This was aans ”Q
in ordsr that in thse aysnt #EE ths builaizb enould be parmenm
'ently,éamagad ar‘diSurcyaé they eoulavbuilq anauhar a%*acta?a»‘”t4
exzobly like it. ‘ﬁravar!a Tavern i3 yegisbered in iha'zibraﬁy
| éf Gongress, and 1s aisa’regia%e?a& with the State of Naw : |

Trork,

cortant pETh in ths

i""

And so, =& the Tavern playsd an
lagea 0f msn ;na womsn of tkhe iong &dce, todsy it 3l@y“ =Y wig '
pard 13(u”~ tives of.are. Clark end =y caﬁlérén &Bu ny salf,

It is our home. Ve a?%«ﬁuﬁ@ it our chsy.as vaiﬁ,



sy

+

18S. MELVIIZE CLARK < A M

Yew England Copservatory of Husls = the Morping lusical Scholarship

of Syracuse snd the Chamber of Commerce Scholarship. & performer a%

started on & musical carser by wimning a2 Schel larghip a% the-

CIAW, TARMER, DECORMIOR AND HOMZ MAKER

the ¥hite Homse ab gals lmsicalse

Yhen the depressicn came a mumber of yaars ago, the movemend batk %o

the farm snd 1%%s hopeful

o

0z

for herself and Ffamily - an old farm practically ab bandonad ang oTer=

grown with %e&g, put with 2 very good houss bulll

w;@éﬁﬁ condiiion.

u./k.} A»&,cf

and travelars ém*’i"w ths days of ths 'Z*mi‘.i.ding 0?

Hrg. Clark 3‘3 c:zn@ a@gan ) laa.m ahoes ma farm,

)’.‘ kgai_,g,.\a 'Lw.,i,\_,

University & W&Mz Sehool

the uncertaln conditicns in that it

The building wag omnce used

=z

offarsd ab leasst a

go0k

Federzl ané. S;a»e Goverrmens on .gamag, s@cami% a member a

Iocal Foxm Iuve
in good csml. ion. “*aving naver known azy%hiz.g about Zarming, ‘ha:?
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